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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Notes from the Chair

It has admittedly been approximately ten months since the last newsletter.  All of those administrative issues are past us now as we embark on the release of the belated Spring/Fall newsletter and the contemplated March 2016 newsletter prior to the ACJS conference.  

This has proven to be a tumultuous year since the conclusion of the ACJS meeting in Orlando, Florida.  There are ever-present concerns with violence both in the United States and places like Paris and other international sites.  In addition, we have the problem of ISIS looming in countries around the world.  Not insignificantly, there is an ongoing election cycle with rhetoric flying on such issues as immigration, tax cuts, and health care.  The perennial problem of gun ownership and the influence of the NRA is an ongoing concern with recent mass shootings by “home grown terrorists” and individuals grappling with their own personal demons.  

The Critical Criminal Justice Section moves on too with Vice-Chair Robert Clark taking the helm of this group effective the Section business meeting on March 31.  Robert Clark and the entire Executive Board consisting of Steve Dyer, Josh Klein, and Cory Feldman have been conscientious and supportive of new section initiatives that will be detailed below. The collective Executive team, along with a new Vice-Chair that will be elected in the coming months, will strengthen Section membership and provide new initiatives supportive the needs of our members.   

Here are some of the proposed changes that will be implemented for the Section.  First, I have expanded the number of Section Awards to four categories (Lifetime Achievement, Outstanding Scholar, Graduate Student Paper Award, and Undergraduate Student Paper Award).  Details are provided in this newsletter.  Second, we are working on eventually establishing an online blog, e-journal, book publication, and Mentor Program. The publication initiatives are slowly moving forward while the Mentor Program will hopefully be in place this year.  

We also need items for the next newsletter.  They can include essays, white papers, or news on promotions, employment listings, published articles, and any other professional achievements. These and other similar categories of information will be printed in the March newsletter.  There will be a special guest contribution to the next newsletter.  Please add your own contributions to what promises to be an interesting issue.

The current newsletter contains several announcements and the reprint of Richard Quinney’s acceptance of the SSSP Law and Society Lifetime Achievement Award.  SSSP leadership was impressed enough to publish the acceptance letter on its website.  We do the same in this newsletter space. 

In closing, I want to wish you and your family a great 2016. The next newsletter will be forthcoming sometime around the Ides of March. Stay safe and secure. Thanks for your support of this ACJS Section.

Lloyd Klein, Chair,  ACJS Critical Criminal Justice Section
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This World of Dreams—and Yet: In Appreciation of the Lifetime Achievement Award

Richard Quinney

I have thought about and contemplated the nature of reality for as long as I can remember—beginning on the farm, walking the land, working in the fields, tending the farm animals, and listening to the soft words of my family as the darkness folded us into the night and we dreamed ourselves into another day.

This beginning has lasted throughout a lifetime, even, particularly, as I became a sociologist, pursuing a teaching career, and researching and writing on crime, law, and this social world of ours. Early on, I imagined the world as one that is constructed out of the many possible ways of being human. Sociology has always been to me of great, and grave, philosophical import. Our calling is both scientific, trying to figure out what is happening, and moral, trying to do the right thing. 

*

Along the way, the spiritual dimension of being human has informed and grounded my work. Whether the concern has been an academic understanding or an investigation personal and aesthetic, Eastern philosophy has offered helpful insights. The Diamond Sutra of the Mahayana Buddhist tradition begins with the phrase “Thus I have heard.” The Buddha had been walking with the monks at the end of day and sat down to rest. An elder monk named Subhuti asked the Buddha a question. What follows is a dialogue regarding perception of reality. The teaching is about the unlearning of preconceived reality. At the end of the Diamond Sutra is the famous four-line verse:

Thus shall ye think of all this fleeting:

A star at dawn, a bubble in a stream,

A flash of lightning in a summer cloud,

A flickering lamp, a phantom, and a dream.


In the sutra we are told that what is true never vanishes. What does vanish when we are mindfully aware is delusion. The Diamond Sutra proclaims that creations of the mind are like dreams, phantoms, and bubbles. Can the mind ever break out of its dream state? Let’s say, at least, that being mindfully aware alters our dreams. Whether the alterations bring us closer to what is true is ultimately a question beyond our human ability to know.

*

If our lives are the stuff of dreams, if the mind even in awareness can never know the truth, the truth of our daily existence, then what are we to do? Maybe the same as we would do if we knew the truth, could know the truth: we would live carefully and with great compassion. Living without certainty of the truth makes our living more precious and meaningful. Each moment is a moment filled with the meaning that we give to our actions and to our thoughts—the meaning that we create in our daily relations with others, near and far. 


Kobayashi Issa, author of the haibun spiritual journal The Spring of My Life, wrote this poem two hundred years ago:

This world of dew

Is only the world of dew—

And yet . . . and yet . . .

Yes, and yet. How to live with life as a dream? These lines could well serve as the theme for our lives, academic and otherwise. One goes on living carefully and with wonder and thankfulness.

*

Thus, everything that we do as sociologists and students of social problems—what we think, what we do, and how we conduct ourselves—is grounded in a moral philosophy. Our intellectual work is the advancement of one moral philosophy or another. And each moral philosophy generates its own way of bearing witness to the world that we humans have constructed.


Being witnesses, we are already engaging in social action. I note here my appreciation of the Lifetime Achievement Award given to me by the Law and Society Division of the Society for the Study of Social Problems, the award named for my longtime academic colleague Bill Chambliss. Here it is fitting to mention that some years ago, at a meeting of the American Sociological Association held in Toronto, Bill and I participated in a session on “War and Peace.” I advanced the position that the sociologist, and the criminologist, is a witness to the important events of the time—the atrocities, the injustices, the many forms of violence, and the sufferings of many people. My position was, as it continues to be, that the witness is a participant in the essential sense. I thank Bill to this day for being a part of the session, as he had been in other gatherings in the course of our careers, a session that continues to be important in my personal and intellectual development.

*

We all have waited to be called. We social scientists have answered the call to be witnesses to the world we inhabit. Companions in the long literary and prophetic tradition of the poets, we represent and we present to anyone who will listen the collective consciousness of our times. With the poets of the ages, we can think of ourselves, and our calling, as being the voice necessary for the living of a good life and the creation of a good society.


As witnesses we are appropriately placed—being in the right place at the right time—to actively observe and record what we are witnessing. If other actions more physical in nature follow, they follow because first there has been the witnessing. Without prior witnessing, there will be no subsequent action that is wise and appropriate. Witnesses act with clarity and purpose because they have the awareness and conscience of witnessing. Ready, and with open mind, the witness sees what is happening, and knows what further action needs to be taken. Without witnessing, and without the sensibility of a poet and a prophet, any action is unfocused, misdirected, and little more than a chasing of the wind.

*

To be remembered, all the while, is the ultimate objective of compassion and peace. Whatever the technique, whatever the philosophy or theory, the movement toward peace is the true test of any thought or action. Our response to all that is human is for life, not violence and death. Punishment is not the way of peace, and responses to social problems are not to be fueled by hate and revenge, but should be generated by love and nonviolence. Much of what is done in the name of “criminal justice” is a violent reaction, a threat or application of force, not a reconciliation and creation of a society based on caring and equality. A humanistic existence is possible in what is conceived of as a socialistic society.


This would be a world of peace, finally a world without war—domestically and internationally. What we think and do in the name of “social justice” is one of the paths toward the making of such a world, a path in the creation of structures that make for peace instead of violence. A socialistic humanism gives close and compassionate attention to our everyday existence. Such is the moral philosophy that can guide us as students of law and society. Our efforts and actions are directed to the making of a good society. We are in a world of dreams, certainly—and yet.

A Note About Richard Quinney

Richard Quinney was born and raised on a farm in Wisconsin, and earned a Ph.D. at the University of Wisconsin. He has had a career as a professor of sociology at several universities, including the University of Kentucky, New York University, and Northern Illinois University.  He is the recipient of the Erich Fromm Award and the Edwin H. Sutherland Award, and a Fulbright Award for research and teaching in Ireland. He is the author of several academic books, including The Social Reality of Crime, Critique of Legal Order, and Class, State, and Crime. In a series of recent books, he has documented the course of a life that combines the everyday world of experience with the transcendent dimension of human existence. Chronologically, these works include Journey to a Far Place, For the Time Being, Where Yet the Sweet Birds Sing, Once Again the Wonder, A Lifetime Burning, and This World of Dreams. His photographs taken over the years, with meditative attention, are found in his books Things Once Seen, Once upon an Island, and Diary of a Camera. He is the founder of the independent press Borderland Books. He lives in Madison, Wisconsin.
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ACJS Critical Criminal Justice Section Awards
The Critical Criminal Justice Scholar Award honors a person for distinguished accomplishments that represent issues related to critical criminal justice through scholarship across the most recent two-year period in a form of a noteworthy book contribution focusing on critical criminal justice. Nominees for this award need not be a member of ACJS or the Critical Criminal Justice Section at the time of the nomination. It is expected, however, that award winners will, upon notification of having been selected for the award, become a member of ACJS and a member of the Critical Criminal Justice Section He or she should provide evidence of quality scholarship (primarily through a noteworthy book). Winners of this award will be recognized at the Section meeting each year (attached to the ACJS annual meeting), will receive a plaque and all efforts will be made to sufficiently showcase the work of winners (e.g. in the Section newsletter, posted on its website, etc.).

The Critical Criminal Justice Section’s Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award provides recognition of a graduate student who produces an outstanding paper on an issue associated with critical criminal justice and to provide the award winner with a travel stipend intended to be used for attending and presenting at the annual meeting of ACJS. A student who is nominated for the paper competition need not be an ACJS member at the time of the nomination. It is expected, however, that award winners will, upon notification of having been selected for the award, become a member of ACJS and a member of the Critical Criminal Justice Section. The student must also be enrolled in an institution of higher learning at the time he or she submits a paper for consideration. It is recognized that a student could graduate prior to the time of the award or the next annual meeting where the paper will be presented. In order to receive the award and the travel stipend (see below), the student must be present at the annual meeting and actually present the winning paper. The paper can be co-authored with other students, but cannot be co-authored with a faculty member. If the paper has multiple authors, the winners will share the established travel stipend.


The Critical Criminal Justice Lifetime Achievement Award honors a person for distinguished accomplishments that represent issues related to critical criminal justice through scholarship, teaching, or service across a long career focused on critical criminal justice issues. Thus, this award is broad in scope such that nominees can have engaged in critical criminal justice, excellence in teaching on matters that symbolize critical criminal justice, or service/outreach to the community or academy that has had a direct impact on local citizens, criminal justice agencies, etc. Winners of this award will be recognized at the Section meeting each year (attached to the ACJS annual meeting), will receive a plaque and all efforts will be made to sufficiently showcase the work of winners (e.g. in the Section newsletter, posted on its website, etc.).

The Critical Criminal Justice Section’s Outstanding Undergraduate Student Essay Award provides recognition of an undergraduate student based on an assigned essay focused on an issue associated with critical criminal justice. Students need not be an ACJS member at the time of submitting their written essay.  It is expected, however, that award winners will, upon notification of having been selected for the award, become a member of ACJS and a member of the Critical Criminal Justice Section.  The student must also be enrolled in an institution of higher learning at the time he or she submits a written essay for consideration.  The essay must be a single-authored student contribution. A certificate will be conferred to the winning student and announced at the Annual Business Meeting and in the Section newsletter.  Please send inquiries for additional details to lklein@hostos.cuny.edu.  

Please send nominations or graduate papers for these awards to Lloyd Klein at lklein@hostos.cuny.edu.  The deadline for these awards is January 31, 2016.

Dr. Leonidas Cheliotis is the recipient of the 2015 Outstanding Critical Criminal Justice Scholar Award, awarded by the Critical Criminal Justice Section of the American Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences. 

Dr. Cheliotis is currently an Assistant Professor of Criminology at the Department of Social Policy, London School of Economics and Political Science, having previously held posts at the University of Edinburgh and Queen Mary, University of London. Dr. Cheliotis completed his MPhil and PhD degrees at the University of Cambridge. He has been elected to visiting positions at the University of California, Berkeley, and the University of Oxford. In recognition of his research, he has also received the 2013 Critical Criminologist of the Year Award by the Division on Critical Criminology of the American Society of Criminology. In 2014, his guest-edited special issue of the South Atlantic Quarterly on ‘Prison Realities: Views from Around the World’ won the Best Public Intellectual Special Issue Award of the American Council of Editors of Learned Journals, Modern Language Association. His published work on prison conditions in Greece has been cited by judicial authorities dealing with extradition proceedings in the UK.

The main themes addressed in Dr. Cheliotis’ research can be grouped under two broad headings: first, the political economy and social psychology of punishment; and second, the implementation and consequences of penal and cognate policies. Jurisdictionally, the focus of his work to date has been on the Mediterranean region and the Anglo-American world from both national and international comparative angles. Methodologically, his research brings together theoretical concepts and insights from a variety of disciplinary fields, especially from sociology, anthropology, psychology and history, also fusing them with findings from fieldwork he has undertaken in criminal justice settings. His past and ongoing work in the political economy and social psychology of punishment has included analyses of such themes as the politics of imprisonment under conditions of neoliberal capitalism in the UK and the US, with particular reference to the political management of socio-economic insecurities amongst the public; the relationship between the economy, state punishment in the form of imprisonment, and public punitiveness in Greece over the last three decade; and the ways in which the reality and politics of common crime, corruption and political violence have been related to the rates and conditions of conventional imprisonment and immigration detention in Greece during the recent and continuing financial crisis. His previous and ongoing work on the implementation and consequences of penal and cognate policies has addressed such themes as the conditions, experiences, and physical and symbolic effects of men’s and women’s conventional imprisonment and immigration detention in Greece; prisoners’ perceptions of race relations in British prisons; the exercise of risk assessment, including practitioners’ use of discretion and related issues of ethno-racial discrimination, in prison settings in Britain and Greece; the forms and effectiveness of prison reform interventions by national and international inspectorate and judicial bodies; and the implementation and effectiveness of schemes aimed to help prisoners in their transition back to the broader community  (e.g., home leave, work release). Dr. Cheliotis’ research has been published widely in top international peer-reviewed outlets, including, amongst others, Punishment & Society, the British Journal of Criminology, the European Journal of Criminology and Criminology & Criminal Justice. 

Dr. Cheliotis is an incoming Editor and Book Review Editor of the British Journal of Criminology. He also sits on the editorial boards of several other high-profile journals, including Punishment & Society, Social Justice, the European Journal of Criminology and the Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice.

The award was accepted on Dr. Cheliotis’ behalf from Walter DeKeseredy, Anna Deane Carlson Endowed Chair of Social Sciences and Director of the Research Centre on Violence at West Virginia University. Dr. Cheliotis sent the following message: 

‘Receiving this award is an exceptional honour for me, given not only the international significance of the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences and its Critical Criminal Justice Section, but also the prestigious list of previous winners of the award. This list of course includes Professor Walter DeKeseredy, to whom I am particularly grateful for agreeing to accept the award on my behalf – his generosity is for me an honour in its own right. I would also like to thank the committee for selecting me for this award. In conferring this award to a scholar based outside North America and whose work is not solely dealing with Anglophone jurisdictions, I feel that the Critical Criminal Justice Section is recognising the increasing importance of international comparative research in itself, but also the importance of expanding the horizons of such research. Thank you very much again.’

General Announcements

ACJS Critical Criminal Justice Section

Mentor Program

The ACJS Critical Criminal Justice Section is initiating a Mentor Program. Our desire is to connect new faculty members with more experienced criminal justice faculty who specialize in using Critical Criminology as a tool for writing and research. The mentor activities can take the form of offering advice or other agreed upon functions such as evaluating materials written for professional publication.  Please contact Lloyd Klein (lklein@hostos.cuny.edu) or Robert Clark (rclark@pennhighlands.edu) if you wish to serve as a mentor or seek a mentee. Applications for mentees should include a brief description of a proposed project. We will gather mentor and mentee requests and facilitate matchups soon as there is a sufficient initial pool.  

Buy some prison art?
In this season of giving, it has become almost chic (at least in my circle) to gift prison art. Of course it has been long exposed that prison labor is responsible for packaging Nintendo Wiis or Victoria Secret panties, but now there is a new moral dilemma: Do we indulge in what we know is ethically tenuous, or do we give our colleagues and friends the coolest presents ever? For example, The Marshall Project featured a link to this $5 ashtray that is actually made from Angola license plates, by an Angola prisoner: 



Don’t worry if you have no shame, the link to purchase is embedded or you can just search Angola Museum Shop. 

For a little more coin, around $35, you can buy some prison art: http://www.safestreetsarts.org/Prison_Art_Available.html
These posters would be great for the offices of all the new prison education program administrators. NYU and Columbia are already onboard with burgeoning programs coming out of Community Colleges and Universities alike. 

The Australian and New Zealand Critical Criminology Conference

The Australian and New Zealand Critical Criminology Conference is a biannual event. 
· The next conference will be in 2016, details closer to the date.

· To contact the organising committee, please email: 
criticalcriminology@monash.edu
Last conference streams included:

· Re-theorizing Punishment’s Borders and Boundaries

· Movements against State and Corporate Harm

· Seeking Real Access to Justice

· The Prospects of, and Limits Placed Upon, Transformative Justice

· Campaigns for Justice

· Surveillance and the Technologies of Control

· From Theory to Praxis: Challenges in Critical Criminology

The conference preferenced papers that reflect these streams and examine questions such as: What are the changing roles played by values and power in the current climate? How might we facilitate praxis through new and interdisciplinary forms of research and teaching? In what ways can we better target our research to facilitate systemic social transformation? How can we align academic research with projects and movements for social change and to increase opportunities for building transnational solidarities?
Call for Papers EG-Conference 2016: Economic Crisis and Crime: From Global North to Global South  

44thAnnual Conference oftheEuropeanGroup for theStudyofDevianceand Social Control  

University of Minho  

Braga,  Portugal  1th, 2nd  and 3rd September 2016  
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Although economic crisis is a global phenomenon, southern countries of Europe have been particularly affected. In Portugal, for example, quality of life has considerably decreased and the crisis has intensified exclusion, homelessness, emigration and enforced poverty.  

Taking into account the different realities of the crisis in the countries of the global north and south, this conference calls for papers exploring various manifestations of the crisis in different sectors of the criminal justice system and other public services. The conference will seek to address the following questions:  

 

Are patterns of crisis different in northern and southern Europe? Are state control and forms of resistance to the crisis different between the north and the south of Europe? How can we promote social justice in times of crisis? How can scholars contribute to reducing social inequality and the policies that promote social exclusion? How are activists and social movements dealing with the crisis in different countries? How can we involve citizens in the fight against state violence?  

We welcome papers on the themes below which reflect the general values and principles of theEuropean Group. Please forward short abstracts of 150-300 words to the relevant stream coordinators by 31st March 2016.  

Streams 

 

Fear and looting in the periphery: Approaching global crime and harm in (and from) the south(s) [Working group in progress)  

· Theoretical development of state-corporate crime and social  harm on / from the south(s)  

· Complex relations and connections between north and south.   

· International financial agencies, debt and the production of crime and harm.  

· Geographical production of crime and harm  

· Resistance from the south(s)  

· What is to be done about state-corporate crime?  

· Post-colonial criminology   

Contact: aleforero@ub.edu & djf@unizar.es & ignasi.bernat@udg.edu   

 

Crimes of the Powerful Working Group Stream 

· Corporate and State crimes/harms/violence  

· Resistance, contestation and class war  

· Economic, physical, emotionaland social costsof crimes ofthepowerful  

· Power, harm, corruption and violence in institutions  

· Eco-harms and green criminology  

· Criminal justice, civil law, critical legal perspectives and social justice 

Contact: Samantha.Fletcher@staffs.ac.uk  

 

Social harm/Zemiology [Working group in progress)  

· Social harms of the financial crisis, recession and austerity  

· Social harms of neo-liberalism and other forms of social organization  

· Social harms of criminalization  

· Social harms of ‘war on terror’ (criminal justice and social policy interventions)  

· Social harms of border control  

· Social harms relating to gender, sexuality, age, ethnicity etc.  

· Methodological, epistemological, theoretical issues   

Contact:C.Pantazis@bristol.ac.uk &  S.Pemberton.1@bham.ac.uk  

  

Prison, Punishment and Detention Working Group Stream 

· Resistance to control and prison  

· Immigration detention and forced removal  

· Prison and surveillance  

· Surveillance outside the prison  

· Semi-penal institutions  

· Punishment and structural violence 

· Genderisation of practices between prisons   

· The institutional genderisation of inmates  

· Gendered Violence in Prison  

Contact: Victoria.Canning@open.ac.uk  
  

Policing and Security Working Group Stream   

Post-crash policing: developments, implications and possibilities for resistance 

· Post-crash intensificationofcoercionandsurveillance: criminalizingresistance  

· Policing the crisis in southern Europe: developments and comparisons  

· Capitalism, pacification and post-crash policing  

· Containing the police counterattack: problems and prospects for police accountability   

· Citizens, activists, communities, movements: possibilities for resistance and alternative political programs  

 Contact: g.papanicolaou@tees.ac.uk  

 

Criminalizing children and young people 

· From marginalization to crime  

· Institutional violence in the care system for children and young people   

· Regulating the behavior of youth  

· Comparative perspectives in youth justice 

Contact: pcmartins@psi.uminho.pt 

New Directions in Critical Criminology

University of Tennessee in Knoxville May 6-7, 2016

The New Directions in Critical Criminology conference will be held at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville May 6-7, 2016. Sponsored by UT’s Department of Sociology, this important conference will juxtapose issues of race, gender, sexualities, nationalities, borders, cultures, identities, power, and resistance, against crime, harm, justice, injustice, and the field of criminology. The conference will address how critical criminology can inform a more just and less harmful world. Toward those ends we welcome both young and established scholars as well as activists to attend and to bring ideas and energy.

Scheduled keynote speakers include Jeff Ferrell, James Kilgore, Yasser Payne, Tony Platt, Claire Renzetti, and others.

Registration is free.

Themed panels and individual papers might focus on any of the following topics:

Activism and public criminology; Alternative and emergent forms of justice; Border criminologies; Colonialism; Convict criminology, subaltern and underdog perspectives; Critical perspectives on crime data and methods; Critical histories of criminology/criminal justice; Critical Race Theories and criminology/criminal justice; Cultural criminology; Death penalty; Discursive, narrative, and visual criminology; Disproportionate minority contact; Drugs, drug markets, and violence: public health and other social responses;  Emotions, affect and justice; Environmental harm and green criminology; Gangs and the social construction of gangs; Gendered, sexualized, and raced harm; Harm to nonhuman animals ; Latin@ criminology; Legal violence;  Mass incarceration, carceral regimes and their effects; Minority perspectives – voice of color thesis; Police violence; Power and powerlessness; Premature and slow death in criminal justice; Race, crime and justice; Racialized oppression;  Rights and rightlessness; School to prison pipeline; State harm and state-corporate crime; Street participatory action research;  Surveillance and risk; Torture;  Wars on drugs, gangs, and immigrants

Please send your 150-200 word abstract for an individual paper or a panel, as well as any inquiries, tocriticalcriminology@utk.edu.

Submissions must be received by January 1, 2016.

2016 Students for Sensible Drug Policy Conference

Next spring, SSDP2016 will bring more than 400 student members, alumni, and supporters to Washington, DC for its largest-ever gathering. The SSDP conference will take place April 15-17, 2016 at the Holiday Inn Rosslyn, just minutes outside of Washington, DC.

To say informed about this event, make sure you’re signed up for our email list. Updates will also be made to this page as more information about SSDP2016 becomes available.

For the past decade, we’ve hosted our conference biennially, but starting in 2016, we’re excited to announce that we’re switching to an annual Spring conference schedule! During these extraordinary three-day events, the SSDP network comes together to celebrate, learn, connect, and advocate at the SSDP Conference.

Next spring, SSDP2016 will bring more than 400 student members, alumni, and supporters to Washington, DC for our largest-ever gathering featuring:

· Educational programming.
· Awards Ceremony + Dance Party.
· Student Congress.
· And more.
Click here to read the full article.
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The UN General Assembly Special Session on Drugs (UNGASS) 2016

The UN General Assembly will hold a Special Session (UNGASS) on drugs in 2016. This Special Session will be an important milestone in achieving the goals set in the policy document of 2009 "Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World  Drug Problem", which defined action to be taken by Member States as well as goals to be achieved by 2019.

Background documentation for the interactive discussions on high-level segments to be held during the special session of the General Assembly on the world drug problem in 2016 


HYPERLINK "http://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016//FactSheets/demand_reduction.pdf"
Demand Reduction 
Supply Reduction 
Human rights, women, children 
New challenges 
Alternative Development
Zoukis Research Collaborative
Is calling for paper submissions for a Best Paper Award on research broadly focusing on Mandatory Sentencing and Tough-On-Crime Policies

Submission is encouraged from scholars conducting relevant work across disciplines. The award will annually recognize the best paper presented at a conference, forthcoming, or published in the previous calendar year.

Award Amount: $1500 cash prize to the author
The 5 best submissions will also be recognized at:

http://politicalscience.gsu.edu/connections/zoukis-home/

All submissions (self-nominations encouraged) should be emailed to zoukis@gsu.edu
Deadline to apply: February 5, 2016
|

A Critical Criminologist, Nicole Lindahl shines a spotlight on the front-line activist Academics coming out of California. Included in her line-up:

Prison University Project, The Prison University Project runs a College Preparatory Program and an Associate of Arts Degree Program at San Quentin. PUP is also engaged in an array of artistic and cultural projects that document the intellectual and creative work of students, facilitate their civic engagement in the public sphere, and humanize the image of incarcerated people generally in the public imagination.

Underground scholars initiative, Underground Scholars Initiative aims to connect formerly incarcerated UC Berkeley students with the resources and information that will help to increase those students' prospects of success.

USI will be:

Helping previously and/or currently incarcerated individuals transition into the culture of UC Berkeley by providing peer counseling, scholarship information, and other resources as they become available;

Advocating in the campus community on behalf of previously or currently incarcerated individuals, especially those who are already attending, or may soon attend, UC Berkeley;

Networking with other organizations within the university in order to mitigate the effects of incarceration, especially those effects that create social and logistical obstacles that can interfere with acquiring an education at UC Berkeley;

Helping students and their families to find alternatives to incarceration with the empowering effects of higher education; and

Forming a student-led working group to continue the establishment of a multiple resource center at UC Berkeley.

READ MORE ...
Project Rebound: Supporting the formerly incarcerated on their journey through successful reintegration in a college setting.
(Project Rebound Associated Students Inc., San Francisco State University.)
In 1967 Professor John Irwin created Project Rebound as a way to matriculate people into San Francisco State University (S.F.S.U.) directly from the criminal Justice system. The focus of Project Rebound quickly became “Education as an Alternative to incarceration” and “Turning Former Prisoners to Scholars” after being embraced by the Associated Students Incorporated. Since the program inception there have been hundreds of formerly incarcerated folks who have obtained four – year degrees and beyond.

All of Us or None is a grassroots civil and human rights organization fighting for the rights of formerly- and currently- incarcerated people and our families.  We are fighting against the discrimination that people face every day because of arrest or conviction history.  The goal of All of Us or None is to strengthen the voices of people most affected by mass incarceration and the growth of the prison-industrial complex. Through our grassroots organizing, we are building a powerful political movement to win full restoration of our human and civil rights. Learn more about us by watching our videos Locked Up, Locked Out and Enough is Enough or check out our newspaper.
Looking back on 2015:

2015 International Drug Policy Reform Conference.  The International Drug Policy Reform Conference takes place every two years and draws a wide range of participants including students, grassroots activists, scholars and other researchers, city, state and federal elected officials, people in recovery as well as active drug users, law enforcement officers, treatment providers and public health advocates. 

An example of a panel:

It’s Time for a New New Deal 

If all drug war prisoners’ sentences were commuted tomorrow, would we be prepared to truly welcome them home? As coalitions have come together across class, party and organizational lines to rebuke our drug and criminal justice policies, what plans have we made to ensure the restoration of people and communities impacted by mass criminalization and incarceration? How can formerly incarcerated and convicted people – and their families – exert themselves in the next election cycle and beyond? What are we asserting as moral and policy imperatives as we enter a new generation of drug and criminal justice policy? What’s our New Deal? 

Moderator: asha bandele, Director, Advocacy Grants Program, Drug Policy Alliance, New York, NY Pastor Kenneth Glasgow, President, The Ordinary People Society, Dothan, AL 

 Jill Harris, Deputy Director, Campaign to End Mass Incarceration, ACLU, Brooklyn, NY 

Norris Henderson, Executive Director, V.O.T.E., New Orleans, LA 

Dorsey Nunn, Executive Director, Legal Services for Prisoners with Children, San Francisco, CA 

Tina Reynolds, Executive Director, Women on The Rise Telling Her Story, Brooklyn, NY •

Deborah Peterson-Small, Executive Director, Break the Chains, Richmond, CA 

Kemba Smith, Author, Poster Child, Richmond, VA

The Drug Policy Conference was not limited to academics, practitioners and policy makers. It incorporated more activist academics and people directly affected by these policies. The result were less formulaic presentations that seemed no less inspiring or credible. Among the highlights: Deborah Peterson-Small call that we “Stop talking about mass incarceration and start talking about mass criminalization,” and Dorsey Nunn’s comment, “Y’all don’t give a fuck about Pookie!” 

About our Section and Newsletter 
Mission Statement: The Critical Criminal Justice section promotes empirical and theoretical work on the ways in which ethnic/racial, class, and gender inequality contribute to crime and social control.

Section News: We are always interested in hearing from our members and invite you to submit postings for our electronic newsletter. Send submissions to either Joshua Kleint at jklein@iona.edu  or Cory Feldman at cfeldman@lagcc.cuny.edu... 

Member Benefits: Our section website and e-mail list-serve serves as a clearinghouse for information and an exchange of ideas among section members. Membership gets you access to our electronic newsletter (twice a year) and an opportunity to interact with criminal justice scholars from around the U.S. and the world.  We also are always seeking individuals interested in contributing to service to the Section and in a variety of ways.  
Maintain your membership to the Section at:   http://www.acjs.org/pubs/167_671_2920.cfm
Section Awards: The Section currently has four awards: 1. The Critical Criminal Justice Scholar Award, 2. The Critical Criminal Justice Lifetime Achievement Award, 3. The Critical Criminal Justice Graduate Student Paper Competition Award, and 4) The Critical Criminal Justice Undergraduate Student Paper Competition Award.   The criteria is included elsewhere in this newsletter and the submission date for all four awards will be January 31.
Executive Board:
· Chair – Lloyd Klein, Hostos Community College, CUNY– lklein@hostos.cuny.edu
· Vice Chair – Robert Clark, Pennsylvania Highlands Community College – rclark@pennhighlands.edu
· Secretary/Treasurer – Cory Feldman, Laguardia community College – cfeldman@lagcc.cuny.edu
· Executive Counselors – Steve Dyer, Thomas College – dyers@thomas.edu 
· Newsletter Editors – Josh Klein, Iona College – jklein@iona.edu and Cory Feldman - feldman@lagcc.duny.edu
· For future newsletters, please send submissions to the newsletter editors!

The ACJS Critical Criminal Justice Section
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