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Message from the Chair

Welcome to the spring 2016 Critical Criminal Justice section newsletter.  This current edition features contributions by Jack Levin (commentary on mass shooters) and Heather Haase (the upcoming UNGASS event focused on drug policy issues).  In addition, we feature additional commentary by Michael H. Fox on “Female Fork Felons” and the usual informational announcements.  Finally, we are providing a list of recommended sessions as compiled by incoming Chair Robert Clark related to the Critical Criminal Justice Section.  

There is so much in the news directly reflecting our sectional interests.  We can start with controversy regarding the validity of crime statistics, questions regarding the drug trade, the various positions of the Democratic and Republican Presidential Candidates on crime and reforming the criminal justice system, and Bernie Sanders’ take on social inequality.  We should consider the route of public sociology in communicating with the public. The work of our members and others engaged in studying critical criminal justice will go on.  I hope that we will make a difference through our published research efforts and activist stance as public social scientists in educating the public.  Our work is important and should not ultimately be relegated to journals and books that go unread in libraries and digital formats.  

Please attend the upcoming ACJS conference in Denver, Colorado. The preliminary program is online and Robert Clark’s summary of sessions bearing our intellectual interest reflects the diversity of the conference.  In addition, we will host a business meeting with cash bar on Thursday evening at 5pm. We do have a winner for the Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award.  Maya H. Weinstein is the winner for a paper entitled “The Potential for Restorative Justice in Cases of Sexual Assault on College Campuses.”  Maya will attend our general business meeting and receive her award.  Please come visit and interact with one another.  The Section Board is very interested in your ideas for future activities undertaken by the Critical Criminal Justice Section. 

Finally, I find it hard to believe that the past few years serving as Vice-Chair and Chair of this section have flown so quickly.  This has been a labor of love and a struggle every step of the way.  I can confidently say that we are on the right path with our revamped set of four awards, mentor program, vastly improved newsletter, and a great set of Section Board members.  My humble thanks are extended to Barbara Sims, our past Section Chair, and her board, which consisted of Michael Devalve, Scott Vollum, and co-newsletter editors Kathy Bennett and Josh Klein.  Additional thanks to Vice-Chair Robert Clark, Thomas Dyer, and current Co-Newsletters Josh Klein and Cory Feldman (who also serves as our Secretary-Treasurer).  It has been a pleasure working with all of you.  Best wishes to incoming Chair Robert Clark, Vice-Chair Michael Devalve, Counselors Thomas Dyer and Josh Klein, Secretary-Treasurer Cory Feldman, and our current newsletter editors.  

The Critical Criminal Justice Section has dealt with equal promise and dissension over its brief existence. I believe that the continuing leadership and potential for the future bodes well for this professional section. Thanks for the privilege of interacting with some of our members and working to create something that we are all proud of.  I will be around as consultant in my role as past Chair.  Feel free to share your ideas with Robert and the rest of the Board.  We thank you for your feedback and encouragements during the past few years. We work for you and cannot do this job without you.  In paraphrasing the words of the late Leonard Nimoy (aka Mr. Spock), may this section and its members ‘live long and prosper.’

Lloyd Klein, Chair-Critical Criminal Justice Section

Signing off for the last time
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Message from Robert Clark-incoming Section Chair (March 2016)

It is my sincere pleasure to begin my tenure as your Critical Criminal Justice Section Chair. 

Let me begin by re-directing our focus to our section’s Mission Statement, which reads:

The Critical Criminal Justice Section promotes empirical and theoretical work on the ways in which the history, political economy, and ideology of ethnicity, race, class and gender impact, and are impacted by, crime and our reaction to crime. We strive to cultivate scholarly dialogue about critical issues associated with the criminal justice system, trends in crime control policy, and the notion of justice, using critical academic lenses. As such, the Section encourages creative thinking, research, and theorizing not only about the why of crime but, also, the why of criminal justice and crime control. 

Now, let’s take a critical look at what this mission statement entails.  The Section “promotes empirical and theoretical work.”  Empirical is a way to say that we study the observable, if not purely testable, experiences---not just relying on conjecture, speculation, theory, or logic.  However, the Section also promotes “theoretical work” which differs slightly from direct or practical application by focusing on the aforementioned conjecture, speculation, theory, and logic.  Thusly, the framework, or the basis of this Section, is rooted in the connection between and combination of inter-disciplinary approaches to BOTH empiricism and theory.  This is fascinating and relevant because what appear to be two diametrically opposed frameworks and concepts are really the basis for developing better understandings of the criminal justice system around us, whether it is at the local, state, federal, or global-level.  Empiricism and theory MUST be brought together in our research, in our teaching, and in our colleague-related discussions.  Merely citing “statistics” is not enough.  We must enhance our due-diligence by assisting students in understanding the “Who, What, When, Where, How and Why” of criminality and criminal behavior.  Social media only typically provides a forum for fragments of data without exhaustive or comprehensive detail into these various levels of potential understanding.  As a result, we are left with a world that only focuses on limited empirical and theoretical understanding.  Is it little wonder why many of our students struggle with any thoughtful and/or provocative research and writing when they merely remark on the most basic or simplistic fodder that is supplied via the news or what comes up first on a search engine exploration?

My dear esteemed colleagues please join me in our re-introduction of empiricism and theoretical frameworks to our students.  Over the next two years, let’s find new ways to engage our students and colleagues in this methodology as we study the myriad criminal justice issues and dilemmas facing our nation and our world.  AND---Let’s share those ideas with each other.  Whether our focus is on police behavior and ethics, terrorism, race-related crime, hate-crime, gender-based crime, violence toward persons or property, etc., let’s bring our process of understanding back to the basics.  Let’s ask the tough questions and teach students how to spend hours on research, which may still produce little results.  I believe that when we can better understand the questions, such as “Why?” we will be better trained and prepared to research those questions.  We still may not find the “answer.”  However, maybe it’s not the answer we seek but a way to develop many answers or understandings to that one question.  I believe that our commitment to our mission may potentially bring on new members as well as spark creativity in our students to produce new and varied works of consideration and promise.

Unfortunately, I will be unable to attend the annual meeting in Denver this year.  However, if you are going, please attend the Critical Criminal Justice Section meeting and reception as well as spread the word among your colleagues and graduate students.  Encourage people to attend our meeting and reception who are not currently members.  Our efforts will lead to progressive changes and increased interest in our Section. 

Finally, I am grateful for past and current leadership, including Lloyd Klein, who will be stepping down as Section Chair.  His leadership, direction, and communication have been genuine and tireless.  His ability to inspire and instill confidence in others shows his extreme commitment to this Section and to its future direction.  Thank you, Lloyd!

My sincerest best to each and every one of you!  I am looking forward to working with the other Section Officers and members over the next two years to continuously improve our Section and grow our numbers.  Have a wonderful summer!

Robert M. Clark, Ph.D.,

Chair, ACJS Critical Criminal Justice Section



Articles and Essays
Eliminate the Mass Killers—It's Common Sense 

By Jack Levin
My tongue is firmly planted in my cheek, yet this is no joke.  On April 15, 2013, two Muslim brothers killed three spectators (and later, a police officer) near the finish line of the annual Boston Marathon. On December 2, 2015, two Muslim terrorists murdered 14 fellow employees as they were enjoying a company party at the Inland Regional Center in San Bernardino, California.

We would be safer by far if we were to stop the flow of Muslims who seek to relocate to the United States. Even better, why not deport most of them who are already on American soil? It’s just common sense.

Of course, Muslim terrorism is not our only source of national anxiety.  Asian-Americans have committed their share of mass killings as well.  On April 16, 2007. An Asian-American student shot to death 32 fellow students and faculty members on the campus of Virginia Tech in Blacksburg.  On April 2, 2012, an Asian-American killed seven—six students and an administrator--at Oikos University in Oakland, California.  We would be safer by far if we were to stop the flow of Asians who seek to relocate to the United States. Even better, why not deport most of them? It’s just common sense.

Of course, Black Americans have committed mass killings in recent years.  On September 16, 2013, an African American gunman fatally shot 12 people at the Washington Navy Yard in Southeast Washington DC.  On August 3, 2010, a Black employee working at a wholesale beer distributing company in Manchester, Connecticut killed eight white fellow workers before turning the gun on himself.  We would be safer by far if we were to stop the flow of Blacks who seek to relocate to the United States. Even better, why not deport most of them?  It’s just common sense.

Of course, most acts of mass murder have been committed by non-Muslim White men—not Muslims, Asians, or Blacks.  On November 27  2015, a white non-Muslim murdered three people at a Planned Parenthood clinic in Colorado Springs. On the evening of June 17, 2015, a white non-Muslim killed nine black Americans as they prayed in a Charleston South Carolina church.   On April 13, 2014, a non-Muslim white supremacist shot to death three Christian visitors (thinking his victims were Jewish) at a Jewish Community Center in Overland Park, Kansas.  On August 5 2012, a white non-Muslim who played in a white power rock band killed six Sikh Indians at their temple in Oak Creek, Wisconsin.  On July 20, 2012, a white non-Muslim graduate student murdered 12 people at a cinema in Aurora, Colorado.  On January 8, 2011, a white non-Muslim man who suffered from mental health issues and attempted to assassinate Congresswoman Gabrielle Gifford’s shot to death 14 people at a shopping mall in Tuscan, Arizona. On December 14, 2012, a white non-Muslim former student massacred 20 first-graders and six faculty members at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, CT. We would be safer by far if we were to stop the flow of non-Muslim white people who seek to relocate to the United States. Even better, why not deport most of them? It’s just common sense.

Of course, we also have a problem with immigrants from Latin American countries.  Millions have come to the United States illegally, yet they seem to be the only ethnic group whose members haven’t yet committed an act of mass murder on American soil.  In fact, their crime rate is much lower than that of the native-born population.  We would be safer by far if we were to open our border with Mexico so that much larger numbers of illegal immigrants could sneak in. Even better, why not advertise in Latin American countries that we welcome their tired, their poor, their non-violent huddled masses yearning to be free.  It’s just common sense.

Jack Levin is Professor Emeritus and Co-Director of the Rudnick Center on Violence and Conflict at Northeastern University.  He is also co-author of Extreme Killing.

The Specter of Female Fork Felons

By Michael H. Fox

Gentlemen of America Unite! A new specter is haunting our species -the specter of female fork felons. Stabbing deaths have occurred on both east and west coasts, and the disease is expected to infect the heartland in short time. Law enforcement agencies are attempting to contain these fearsome phenomena.

Fortunately, the two women charged with these bloody crimes are safely behind bars. Both women claim innocence!  Let the facts of each case speak loudly.

Kimberly Joynes (Philadelphia)

In 1979, Kimberly Joynes, a 19 year old Philadelphia woman was a guest at a friend's apartment. Also present was her boyfriend, and a male house guest. When Kimberly went into another room to change clothes, the house guest suggested that she might as well stay since he had seen her naked. The boyfriend became enraged, and pulverized the guest with a metal weightlifting bar. 

While the victim lay on the floor in a pool of blood, Kim, still insulted by the rude comment, picked up a barbecue fork and stabbed the victim in the stomach. The body would later be dumped near Philadelphia airport. 

At trial, the medical examiner stated that the fork barely pierced the skin, had no impact on the incident, and that the victim was certainly unconscious and most likely dead at the time. The judge perversely joked that Kim was just "trying to see if he was cooked." The actual basher copped a plea to testify against Kim. He was sentenced to 10 to 20 years, and was released early. Kim was sentenced to first degree murder--life without parole. She remains in prison to this day, her appeals long exhausted.

Karlyn Eklof (Eugene, Oregon)

In March of 1993, Karlyn Eklof hosted a pizza party to celebrate the arrival of a male friend who was just released from prison in California. The arrival cramped the living conditions of Eklof, her three children, and her male housemate. A scuffle ensued and the newly arrived friend shot the housemate.

Eklof, her kids, and the male friend took off for California. The friend turned out to be an abusive sociopath, and after many days of beatings, Eklof contacted authorities in Oregon and reported the case. But like Kimberly Joynes, she was quickly suspected as an accomplice. After 9 days of interrogation, she confessed to stabbing the housemate with a plastic fork after the shooting.

The skeletal remains, found some time after the confession, showed no signs of stabbing: a bit of a quandary for the police. Fortunately, they discovered that an acquaintance of Karlyn was facing child molestation charges. He was secretly offered a deal, and testified to acquiring the handgun at Karolyn’s, rather than shooter's, bequest. At trial, the prosecution asked for death. Karolyn was sentenced to two life terms plus 23 years for one murder. She remains in prison, and is clinging to a final appeal based on mistaken jury instructions given by the judge.

Wrongful convictions: a blueprint?

In researching wrongful convictions, I am often asked, what makes you think the accused are innocent? In the case of women, the blueprint is very clear: guilt by association coupled with reckless accusations. In the eyes of law enforcement, women who run with the wolves are guilty of the kill. All prosecutors need do is show some bloody pictures, tack on some far flung accusations, and the jury and judge will likely be swayed by emotion rather than facts.

Both Kimberly and Karolyn continue to fight for their innocence. Both have failed to gain commutations, and are struggling in the courts. Their respective prisons have visiting rooms with vending machines offering all sort of food. And please don't hesitate to visit. Eating utensils, plastic or otherwise-are prohibited.

Michael H. Fox, is director of the Women's Criminal Justice Network (wcjn.org)
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Upcoming Conference
Critical Criminal Justice Section 

Events of Interest
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 2016

PANEL: EVOLUTION OF POLICE COERCION
8:00 AM
Plaza Court 5

PANEL: CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES
9:30 AM
Director’s Row I

FEATURE ROUNDTABLE: THE FUTURE OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT IN THE UNITED STATES 
11:00 AM
Plaza Court 3

PANEL: WHITE COLLAR CRIME AND THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM RESPONSE
11:00 AM
Gov’s Sq. 12

PANEL: TESTING THE EFFICACY OF SELF-CONTROL THEORY

12:30 PM
Terrace/Tower

PANEL: TRANSLATING KNOWLEDGE FROM PUBLIC OPINION INTO POLICY 
2:00 PM
Director’s Row I

PANEL: STRAIN AND DISCRIMINATION

2:00 PM 
Terrace/Tower

PANEL: ISSUES OF RACE, PLACE AND AGE IN HOMICIDE


3:30 PM
Gov’s Sq. 12

PANEL: SEX AND SEXUAL ASSAULT ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES

3:30 PM
Director’s Row I
THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2016

FEATURE OPEN SEMINAR: ADDRESSING RESEARCH NEEDS IDENTIFIED BY COMMUNITY

9:30 AM
Gov’s Sq. 12

PANEL: STATUTORY REGULATION OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM


11:00 AM
Plaza Bllrm D/E


ROUNDTABLE: DIFFICULTIES IN VICTIMIZATION RESEARCH: BARRIERS AND SOLUTIONS 

12:30 PM
Gov’s Sq. 14

PANEL: INNOVATION IN QUALITIATIVE RESEARCH DESIGN
3:30 PM
Drctr’s Row H

Critical Criminal Justice Section General Business Mtg. & Reception
5:00 PM
Plaza Court 8

FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 2016

PANEL: VICTIMIZATION PROCESS


8:00 AM
Gov’s Sq. 16

PANEL: CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN SERVICE LEARNING AND INTERNSHIPS FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROGRAMS 




11:00 AM
Plaza Court 5

ROUNDTABLE: FACILITATING STUDENT SUCCESS IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROGRAMS 
2:00 PM
Plaza Court 5

PANEL: QUALITATIVE RESEARCH ON DIFFICULT TO REACH POPULATIONS

2:00 PM 
Director’s Row I

SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 1016

PANEL: APPLICATION OF RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 



9:30 AM
Plaza Crt. 7
PANEL: DIVERSE ISSUES IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE EDUCATION

11:00 AM 
Gov’s Sq. 14
PANEL: CRIMINOLOGY AND MIGRATION 

11:00 AM 
Director’s Row I
ACJS Critical Criminal Justice 
Section Awards
The Critical Criminal Justice Scholar Award 
Honors a person for distinguished accomplishments that represent issues related to critical criminal justice through scholarship across the most recent two-year period in a form of a noteworthy book contribution focusing on critical criminal justice. Nominees for this award need not be a member of ACJS or the Critical Criminal Justice Section at the time of the nomination. It is expected, however, that award winners will, upon notification of having been selected for the award, become a member of ACJS and a member of the Critical Criminal Justice Section He or she should provide evidence of quality scholarship (primarily through a noteworthy book). Winners of this award will be recognized at the Section meeting each year (attached to the ACJS annual meeting), will receive a plaque and all efforts will be made to sufficiently showcase the work of winners (e.g. in the Section newsletter, posted on its website, etc.).


The Critical Criminal Justice Section’s Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award
This award provides recognition of a graduate student who produces an outstanding paper on an issue associated with critical criminal justice and to provide the award winner with a travel stipend intended to be used for attending and presenting at the annual meeting of ACJS. A student who is nominated for the paper competition need not be an ACJS member at the time of the nomination. It is expected, however, that award winners will, upon notification of having been selected for the award, become a member of ACJS and a member of the Critical Criminal Justice Section. The student must also be enrolled in an institution of higher learning at the time he or she submits a paper for consideration. It is recognized that a student could graduate prior to the time of the award or the next annual meeting where the paper will be presented. In order to receive the award and the travel stipend (see below), the student must be present at the annual meeting and actually present the winning paper. The paper can be co-authored with other students, but cannot be co-authored with a faculty member. If the paper has multiple authors, the winners will share the established travel stipend.

This year’s winner

Myra Weinstein won the graduate student paper award for 2016. Come meet Myra at the General Business meeting on Thursday at 5 pm.
The Critical Criminal Justice Lifetime Achievement Award 
Honors a person for distinguished accomplishments that represent issues related to critical criminal justice through scholarship, teaching, or service across a long career focused on critical criminal justice issues. Thus, this award is broad in scope such that nominees can have engaged in critical criminal justice, excellence in teaching on matters that symbolize critical criminal justice, or service/outreach to the community or academy that has had a direct impact on local citizens, criminal justice agencies, etc. Winners of this award will be recognized at the Section meeting each year (attached to the ACJS annual meeting), will receive a plaque and all efforts will be made to sufficiently showcase the work of winners (e.g. in the Section newsletter, posted on its website, etc.).

The Critical Criminal Justice Section’s Outstanding Undergraduate Student Essay Award 
This award provides recognition of an undergraduate student based on an assigned essay focused on an issue associated with critical criminal justice. Students need not be an ACJS member at the time of submitting their written essay.  It is expected, however, that award winners will, upon notification of having been selected for the award, become a member of ACJS and a member of the Critical Criminal Justice Section.  The student must also be enrolled in an institution of higher learning at the time he or she submits a written essay for consideration.  The essay must be a single-authored student contribution. A certificate will be conferred to the winning student and announced at the Annual Business Meeting and in the Section newsletter.  Please send inquiries for additional details to Robert Clark at rclark@pennhighlands.edu.
Please send nominations or graduate papers for these awards to Robert Clark at rclark@pennhighlands.edu.  The deadline for these awards is January 31, 2017.



General Announcements

Walter DeKeseredy received the 2015 Career Achievement Award 
Dr. DeKeseredy received the award from the American Society of Criminology’s Division on Victimology. Walter also has a new co-authored book (with Marilyn Corsianos) titled Violence against Women in Pornography (Routledge, 2016).

The 2016 UNGASS on Drugs: What You Need to Know
What is the “UNGASS”? 

In just five weeks, global leaders will gather at United Nations headquarters in New York for a General Assembly Special Session on drugs, otherwise known as “UNGASS 2016.” As the primary policymaking body of the UN, the General Assembly periodically calls special sessions on topics of global importance such as climate change, migration, and HIV/AIDS. International drug policy – normally handled by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs in Vienna – hasn’t been discussed at this level in almost two decades.
The UNGASS was scheduled to take place in 2019, the target date to review the international community’s goals of eliminating or significantly reducing the illicit cultivation, demand for and production of drugs. In 2011 however, Mexico, Colombia and Guatemala called on the General Assembly to move the meeting to 2016 to address growing concerns about drug-related violence in the region. They were supported by over 95 countries from around the world, many of which were also increasingly concerned about issues in their own countries like drug-related crime, addiction, overdose deaths, the spread of HIV/AIDS through the use of hypodermic needles, and other problems affecting their communities.
Why is UNGASS important?
UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon has said that the UNGASS is an opportunity to “conduct a wide-ranging and open debate that considers all options.” The UNGASS is a rare opportunity for countries to take stock of progress, opportunities, and challenges and to look at what is working as well is what is not working in the context of the global drug problem. It’s also an important opportunity for addiction professionals, service providers, advocacy organizations, academics and others working in the field (known at the UN as “civil society” or “stakeholders”) to influence global drug policies. 

The international community has been preparing for this important meeting for almost three years. In addition to the “wide-ranging” discussion that will take place at UNGASS, the meeting will result in a “short, substantive, concise and action-oriented document” which is currently being negotiated in Vienna. Ideally, this document will contain operational recommendations on topics from harm reduction and treatment to human rights and alternatives to incarceration and more. Input from civil society can support and influence these negotiations. 

How can you get involved?
The Civil Society Task Force (“CSTF”) for UNGASS 2016 was convened by the New York and Vienna NGO Committees on Drugs to facilitate the participation of civil society in the UNGASS and its lead-up. Over the past year, the CSTF has distributed a Global Civil Society Survey and conducted regional and thematic consultations on the priority areas, recommendations, and best practices of those affected by drugs or working in drug-related fields. On February 10, 2016, the President of the General Assembly held a day-long Informal Interactive Stakeholder Consultation with civil society and governments, resulting in a President’s summary which will be an official document of UNGASS. The two roundtables, one on drugs and public health and the other on drugs, human rights, community and development, are viewable here and here. 

UNGASS 2016 is right around the corner, but there are still many ways to get involved. There will be numerous events in Vienna and New York before and during UNGASS, and the UN and CSTF will soon be issuing calls for members of the community to speak at UNGASS and related events. 

To get informed and stay involved: 

· Join the Vienna NGO Committee and/or the New York NGO Committee to stay informed of drug-related events at the UN and other developments in the lead-up to UNGASS 2016.

· Make a submission on behalf of your organization to the UNGASS 2016 Civil Society Submissions webpage. 

· Register here to attend the UNGASS (whether or not your organization is ECOSOC accredited). Information on holding side events in the UN during the UNGASS is available here.  

· Watch the UNGASS 2016 website for information on applying to speak on a roundtable or in the plenary at UNGASS.

· Contact the Civil Society Task Force for information on participating or applying to speak at the Civil Society Forum to take place at the UN on April 18.

· Write to NYNGOC for information on community events taking place during “UNGASS Week.” 

· Follow NYNGOC, VNGOC, UNODC, and the President of the General Assembly on Facebook and Twitter for up-to-the-minute updates on preparations for UNGASS 2016.

Heather Haase, 

Chair, NY NGO Committee on Drugs
Call for Abstract, DCS Handbook on Corrections and Sentencing, Volume 3. 
We invite abstracts for the third edition of DCS’s Handbook series, entitled The Collateral Consequences of Punishment, edited by Beth Huebner and Natasha Frost.  The volume is designed to include contemporary essays on the consequences of punishment during an era of mass incarceration. 

The editors seek contributions that detail collateral consequences of a conviction on voting, immigration status, family relationships, and offender health and well-being. We also encourage investigations that consider the consequences of imprisonment ranging from pre-trial detention, to incarceration, to community supervision. Contributions that describe the unique effects of punishment for women, juveniles, immigrants, LGBTQ individuals, and offender sub-populations (i.e., drug and sex offenders) are also welcomed. In addition, we are seeking works that detail the broader societal impacts of punishment on the economy, democracy and voting, the decarceration movement, and prison and jail privatization. Finally, chapters that detail the broader historical trends in growth in legal sanctions and incarceration over the past three decades are also needed.    

We seek contributions that summarize what is known in each topical area, but as important, identify emerging theoretical, empirical, and policy work. We encourage authors to discuss work conducted in an international context and to incorporate discussion of qualitative methodologies when appropriate. In addition, volumes that include a discussion of disparity including: the intersection of race/ethnicity, gender, age, citizenship/immigration status, or socioeconomic status will be prioritized. In this way the book will be grounded in the current knowledge about the specific topics, but also have new, synthetic material that reflects the knowledge of the leading minds in the field. Please submit abstracts to Beth Huebner huebnerb@umsl.edu or Natasha Frost n.frost@neu.edu. Abstracts are due by September 15, 2016.  The target date for Volume 3’s publication is early 2018.    
ACJS Critical Criminal Justice Section Mentor Program
The ACJS Critical Criminal Justice Section is initiating a Mentor Program. Our desire is to connect new faculty members with more experienced criminal justice faculty who specialize in using Critical Criminology as a tool for writing and research. The mentor activities can take the form of offering advice or other agreed upon functions such as evaluating materials written for professional publication.  Please contact Lloyd Klein (lklein@hostos.cuny.edu) or Robert Clark (rclark@pennhighlands.edu) if you wish to serve as a mentor or seek a mentee. Applications for mentees should include a brief description of a proposed project. We will gather mentor and mentee requests and facilitate matchups soon as there is a sufficient initial pool.  




About our Section and Newsletter 
Mission Statement: The Critical Criminal Justice section promotes empirical and theoretical work on the ways in which ethnic/racial, class, and gender inequality contribute to crime and social control.

Section News: We are always interested in hearing from our members and invite you to submit postings for our electronic newsletter. Send submissions to either Joshua Klein at jklein@iona.edu  or Cory Feldman at cfeldman@lagcc.cuny.edu... 

Member Benefits: Our section website and e-mail list-serve serves as a clearinghouse for information and an exchange of ideas among section members. Membership gets you access to our electronic newsletter (twice a year) and an opportunity to interact with criminal justice scholars from around the U.S. and the world.  We also are always seeking individuals interested in contributing to service to the Section and in a variety of ways.  
Maintain your membership to the Section at:   http://www.acjs.org/pubs/167_671_2920.cfm
Section Awards: The Section currently has four awards: 1. The Critical Criminal Justice Scholar Award, 2. The Critical Criminal Justice Lifetime Achievement Award, 3. The Critical Criminal Justice Graduate Student Paper Competition Award, and 4. The Critical Criminal Justice Undergraduate Student Paper Competition Award.   The criteria are included elsewhere in this newsletter and the submission date for all four awards will be January 31.
Executive Board:
· Chair – Lloyd Klein, Hostos Community College, CUNY– lklein@hostos.cuny.edu
· Vice Chair – Robert Clark, Pennsylvania Highlands Community College – rclark@pennhighlands.edu
· Secretary/Treasurer – Cory Feldman, Laguardia community College – cfeldman@lagcc.cuny.edu
· Executive Counselors – Steve Dyer, Thomas College – dyers@thomas.edu 
· Newsletter Editors – Josh Klein, Iona College – jklein@iona.edu and Cory Feldman - feldman@lagcc.cuny.edu
· For future newsletters, please send submissions to the newsletter editors!
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